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Workington Town Council
Workington Town Council Community Centre, Princess Street, 
Workington, Cumbria, CA14 2QG
Telephone: 01900 702986
Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting of Workington Town Council held on Wednesday 31st July 2024 at 7pm in Workington Town Council Community Centre, Princess Street, Workington.
	Cllr Mary Bainbridge
	Absent*
	Cllr Susan Martin
	Absent*

	Cllr Barbara Cannon
	Present
	Cllr Sean Melton
	Absent*

	Cllr Beth Dixon
	Present
	Cllr Patricia Poole
	Present

	Cllr David Farrar
	Present
	Cllr Denise Rollo
	Present 

	Cllr Sue Fryer
	Present
	Cllr Mike Rollo
	Present

	Cllr Mark Fryer
	Present 
	Cllr Neil Schofield
	Present 

	Cllr Hilary Harrington
	Present 
	Cllr Kate Schofield
	Absent

	Cllr Michael Heaslip
	Present
	Cllr Stephen Stoddart
	Present

	Cllr Allan Hodgson
	Present
	Cllr David Tennyson
	Absent*

	Cllr Bernadette Jones
	Present
	Cllr Lynda Williams 
	Absent*

	Cllr Jackie Kirkbride
	Absent 
	Cllr Ellie Wood
	Present 

	Cllr Paul Larkin
	Present
	Cllr Joan Wright
	Present 

	Cllr Nath Martin
	Absent
	
	


In attendance: Chief Officer/RFO, Inspector Aiston and 2 members of the public.
The Mayor read a prayer from Revd. Sharon Murphy who had sent her apologies for the meeting. The Council then observed a minute’s silence for those affected by the tragedy in Southport. 
24.57
 
Absences: Absences were noted from Cllr Bainbridge, Cllr Melton, Cllr Williams and Cllr Susan Martin. An informed absence from Cllr Tennyson was sent to the Chief Officer prior to the meeting, but not picked up until after. 
24.58

Declarations of Interest: None. 
24.59
 
Exclusion of Press and Public: None.
24.60 

Public Participation:
Council agreed to allow Inspector Aiston to present at this agenda item. 

The Inspector advised that they are using a problem-solving approach and techniques which have worked well elsewhere in the country in order to drive ASB down and Officers are carrying out patrols of a hot spot area identified as part of Operation Enhance, which is in and around the main town centre. Peak times have been identified between 3pm and 9pm, which is possibly linked with when the pubs start to open.
Vehicle offenses have increased, so Officers are patrolling the area the combat this. 

Cllr Denise Rollo asked if the police were preparing for possible hate crime in the area due to the Southport stabbings. Inspector Aiston advised that they are proactively looking at this and receiving intelligence through the community and are on high alert. 

It was noted that the figures showing crime rates decreasing were from 1st Jan – 1st July 2024 and while this is positive a lot of crime is committed during the summer months. The Inspector advised he would have a comparison of results to show at the next meeting for this time of year. 

It was asked if Operation Enhance would involve using the CCTV available in the town. The Inspector advised they use these cameras already and have new recognition software. 
Cllr Farrar requested clarification on the 4 years of data reviewed for Operation Enhance as this would include the COVID years. The Inspector advised that figures for COVID crimes were given a special code on their reporting system, so would not be included in the figures for the last 4 years.

Cllr Stoddart thanked the police for the work they have been doing in Moorclose.
Cllr Harrington advised that there had been an increase in male adults using e-bikes and causing accidents in Harrington. The Inspector advised that they are responsible for ensuring they can use the e-bikes themselves and road safety but would look to see if any concerns had been reported. 

Cllr Cannon thanked Sergeant Leesa Edwards who had informed Salterbeck ward Councillors of an incident that had occurred in their area. Cllr Cannon advised that this hadn’t happened before but it was very beneficial for Cllrs to have been told as quickly as they were. 

Inspector Aiston advised that the police have been to the magistrates’ court and obtained a civil injunction for a certain individual within the town. This has been a pro-active approach by the Police allowing them to force arrest and putting other conditions on his behaviour. 
The Council thanked the Inspector for this report and he left the meeting. 
24.61

Minutes from previous meeting

Resolved: Council approved the minutes from the 12th June 2024 and affirmed them a true record.

Resolved: Council approved the minutes from the 27th June 2024 (EGM) and affirmed them a true record. 

24.62

Public Questions: None 
24.63

Questions and Statements from members: None
24.64

Motions on Notice: None

24.65

Reports from Outside Bodies

Report from Cumbria Police allowed earlier in the meeting (see minute 24.60).

24.66

Mayoral Engagements

Council noted the report for information. 


24.67

Budget 2024 – 2025

Council noted the reports for information. 

24.68

Committee Minutes 

a) Council noted the minutes from the Culture and Community committee meeting on 2nd July.
Cllr Heaslip requested The Chair of Culture check with Cumberland Council with regards to statutory duties for school councils. 

Resolved: Officers to discuss school council idea with Cumberland Council. 

b) Council noted the minutes from the Environment committee meeting on 11th July 2024.

c) Council noted the minutes from the Finance and General Purposes committee meeting on 22nd July 2024. 

24.69

Policies

Resolved: Council approved and agreed to adopt the following policies as recommended by the Finance and General Purposes committee:
a) Health and Safety
b) Data Protection 
c) Co-option and form 
d) Freedom of Information

e) FOI Publication Scheme
f) Communications Policy

g) Annual Leave and TOIL
h) Flexible working

i) Home working

j) Lone working

k) Staff Expenses
l) Risk Policy
24.70

CALC Election of Board Directors

Council did not wish to nominate a Cllr for the CALC board of directors. 

24.71

Risk Register and Asset Register 

Council noted the risk register and asset register for information only, on the basis that a full review would be carried out over the next few months. 

Meeting ended at 7.31pm. 
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