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Workington Town Council
Trustee of the Borough of Workington
Workington Town Council Community Centre, Princess Street, 
Workington, Cumbria, CA14 2QG
Telephone: 01900 702986
Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Minutes of the meeting of Workington Town Council’s Development Committee on Monday, 11th September 2023 held at 7pm at the Workington Town Council Community Centre, Princess Street, Workington.
	Cllr Sean Melton (Chair)
	Apologies
	Cllr Allan Hodgson (Vice Chair)
	Present

	Cllr Kate Schofield
	Apologies
	Cllr David Tennyson
	Apologies

	Cllr Nath Martin
	Present
	Cllr Neil Schofield
	Apologies

	Cllr David Farrar
	Present
	Cllr Paul Larkin
	Not present

	Cllr Patricia Poole
	Present
	Cllr Hilary Harrington
	Present


In attendance: Deputy Proper Officer
In the absence of the Chair, the Vice Chair, Cllr Allan Hodgson, chaired the meeting. 

D.01.
Apologies
Apologies were received and noted from Cllrs Melton, K. Schofield, N. Schofield and D. Tennyson. 

D.02 
Declarations of Interest
None. 
D. 03 
Exclusion of Press and Public
None.
D.04 
Public Question Time

No members of the public were present. 
D.05
Minutes of the last meeting
Cllr Farrar noted that there was a typo under item 4; FUL/82023/0146, should read FUL/2023/0146.

The committee were happy to confirm the minutes of 31st July 2023 as a true record once the above change has been made.  

Resolved: To change FUL/82023/0146 to FUL/2023/0146 under item 4 of the minutes from 31st July 2023.

Resolved: To confirm the minutes from the 31st July 2023, once the above has been amended. 

D.06
Projects and Resolutions

The committee noted that a letter of response to the ticket office consultation had been sent by the Town Clerk on behalf of the Council.

The committee requested a copy of the final letter.

Resolved: To send the final consultation response letter to members of the Development Committee. 

D.07
Planning Applications
The Committee considered the following planning applications received from Cumberland Council: 
	No. 
	Reference No.
	Address
	Description

	a
	HOU/2023/0148
	29 Stainburn Road, Stainburn, CA14 1SW
	Proposed single storey rear extension replacing existing conservatory and utility/outhouses.

	Committee comments on HOU/2023/0148:

The committee had no objections to the planning application on the basis that future investigation found there to be no bats roosting that would be affected.



	b
	HOU/2023/0144
	19A Brow Top, Workington, CA14 2DP
	Replacement of 8 wooden windows with white uPVC and 1 set of wooden French doors (at the rear) with white uPVC

	Committee comments on HOU/2023/0144:

The committee discussed a concern that the new UPVC door was not in the same style as the door being replaced. Where they would prefer wood to be used, they appreciate that UPVC is widely used for its longevity. The house is also in a conservation area, although the house is offset from the road, is not listed and there is no section 4 in place.
The committee voted on the following:

No objection but with a caveat that the door is replaced with a different design, more in keeping with the original style of door. 

For: 4, against: 1



	c
	HOU/2023/0139
	35 Ullswater Avenue, Workington, Workington, CA14 3LB
	Proposed 2 storey side extension to provide a garage with bedroom

	Committee comments on HOU/2023/0139:

No objections.



	d
	FUL/2023/0175
	Workington Academy, Stainburn Road, Workington, CA14 4EB
	External Freestanding Canopy

	Committee comments on HOU/2023/0175:

No objections.



	e
	FUL/2023/0176
	The Former Henry Curwen Public House and the A66/A596 junction, Workington, Cumbria


	Demolition of the former Henry Curwen public house and reinstatement works at Ramsay Brow to enable the widening of the A66/A595 junction

	Committee comments on HOU/2023/0176:
The Vice Chair asked the committee to note that the application received was for the demolition of the Henry Curwen pub only and did not give details of the widening of the road at Ramsay Brow.

The committee fully objects to this application.

The committee does not feel that the demolition of this building will have any benefit to the town or the community. The building is of historical, cultural importance and value to the town and its people and the committee will be deeply saddened to see the building demolished, should the application progress.   




Resolved: To log the above feedback for each application on the Cumberland Council planning portal. 

D.08
Climate Emergency

The committee discussed the following questions put to all Town/Parish Councils by NALC to ascertain their actions/declarations in relation to climate change:

1) Has your Town/Parish Council declared a Climate Emergency? YES/NO/IN PROCESS

Committee response: No

2) Has your Town/Parish Council done anything to tackle Climate Change Locally (Climate Actions you have taken)? Brief details will do.

3) Has your Town/Parish Council partnered with your principal authority to tackle climate change?

Committee response to both questions; The committee discussed that the Council has worked on a number of project which would contribute to tackling climate change, such as work to increase biodiversity and pollinators and the installation of recycling bins in Vulcan Park.

The Council also works with Cumberland Council and other organisations such as Groundworks and Cumbria Wildlife Trust to help develop the natural world and environment in Workington. 

The committee was happy for officers to draft a list of council initiatives/completed projects and send to NALC on their behalf.

Resolved: Send a response as noted above to NALC with regards to the climate emergency.

D.09 
Levelling Up Development Report
The committee discussed the report and noted that its purpose was to develop and increase the community involvement in the creation of local plans.

Local plans, and minerals and waste plans, are produced by planning authorities to guide and manage development in their areas. 

They are important documents for local communities because they set the development framework for the area, usually for the next 10 or 15 years. Plans allocate sites for development, set out what land should be protected and contain planning policies, which are the basis for deciding whether to approve planning applications that are subsequently made, including by housing developers and by home owners.

The committee agreed that there was a lot of information to read and digest. Committee required more time to review the information in the document and would therefore bring this agenda item to the next meeting for further discussion, as the deadline for response was 18th Oct 2023. 
Resolved: To add ‘levelling up development report’ as an agenda item at the next meeting on 9th Oct 2023. 

D.10
Previous application responses

The committee noted that planning application FUL/2023/0146 had been refused and not approved as stated on the agenda for this meeting. The house is up for sale so will not be used as a holiday let. 
The meeting ended at 19.25.
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