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Workington Town Council
Trustee of the Borough of Workington
Workington Town Council Community Centre, Princess Street, 
Workington, Cumbria, CA14 2QG
Telephone: 01900 702986
Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Minutes of the meeting of Workington Town Council’s Development Committee on Monday 5th February 2024 at 7pm at the Workington Town Council Community Centre, Princess Street, Workington.
	Cllr Sean Melton (Chair)
	Present
	Cllr Allan Hodgson (Vice Chair)
	Apologies

	Cllr Kate Schofield
	Present
	Cllr David Tennyson
	Present

	Cllr Nath Martin
	Present
	Cllr Neil Schofield
	Apologies

	Cllr David Farrar
	Apologies
	Cllr Paul Larkin
	Present

	Cllr Patricia Poole
	Present
	Cllr Hilary Harrington
	Present


In attendance: Deputy Proper Officer, 19 members of the public, Ged Acton and Emma Watson, Cumberland Council. 
D.47.
Apologies: Apologies were received and noted from Cllr Farrar, Cllr Hodgson and 
Cllr Neil Schofield.   

D.48. 
Declarations of Interest: Cllrs Paul Larkin and Nath Martin declared an interest in 
planning application FUL/2022/0159.
D.49. 
Exclusion of Press and Public: None.
D.50. 
Public Participation: Member of the public Richard Johnston was permitted by 
Committee to speak at agenda item 6 – public participation. 
D.51.
Minutes of previous meetings: Committee approved the minutes from the 11th 
December 2023 and affirmed them a true record.

D.52.
Public Questions: Richard Johnston addressed the committee on residents’ 
concerns with regards to the planning application (FUL/2022/0159) for 79 new 
houses by Gleeson Homes off Woodville Way in Harrington.

A copy of the statement is available on request to Officers. 


The Committee thanked Richard Johnston for his address and the committee were in 
agreement with the concerns. The Chair urged residents to attend the Cumberland 
Council planning meeting when this application was to be discussed, as they are the 
local planning authority who have the final say on planning applications and to log 
individual objections on the Cumberland Council planning portal.

D.53.
Questions and Statements from Members: None received.
D.54.
Motions on Notice: None received.
D.55
Workington Gateway update
Cumberland Council Officers Ged Acton and Emma Watson gave committee an update on the Workington gateway project. The presentation is available from Officers upon request.

The project has been funded by the government’s Levelling Up fund with 10% match funding from local authority.  
The project aims to enhance the junction at Ramsay Brow and widen the A596 at Hall Brow to improve safety and help develop Workington’s economy. 

This junction is currently restrictive for HGV access and is an accident black spot.

The upgrade will reduce the cost of freight, have a positive environmental impact and help connect the history of Workington (Workington Hall) with the Town Centre. 

The area within the Walled Garden will be developed by West House and will include a social enterprise centre plus café. There will also be feature lighting on the hall.

A cycle track will be introduced to connect the current cycle path down to Workington Academy. 10 options were assessed against the same criteria and the one proposed was chosen as the most viable option. The path around the park will be upgraded and a toucan crossing will be installed near to the entrance to Park End Road to allow cyclists and pedestrians to safely cross the road. 

The Committee discussed concerns around users within the park. There are currently vehicles that access the walled garden area, which will increase with the development of the social enterprise centre. There will also be the need for deliveries to the centre, which will clash with pedestrians and cyclists.

CC Officers advised that they have these concerns also and are working to address them. 

It was noted that the gate into Millfield was protected and CC would be applying to Fields in Trust to obtain approval to move this and the connecting wall 3m into Millfield to increase the road width at the bottom of Ramsay Brow. 
It is likely that the project will start with the demolition of Henry’s pub in April 2024. The building behind the pub will remain. Project end date is estimated at June 2025. 
The Committee thanked Ged and Emma for their update and appreciated their attendance at the meeting and the opportunity to ask questions. 
D.56.
Previous Planning Applications
The Committee noted the Chair and Vice Chair’s responses to applications received between meetings with an urgent deadline and were in agreement with them all.  
D.57.
Planning Applications
	No. 
	Reference No.
	Address
	Description

	A
	FUL/2024/0006
	West House Pottery, The Greenhouse, Curwen Hall Park, Workington, CA14 4YB 
	Full Planning Application for the development of Railway Workshop, Pottery Workshop, Kitchen, Café, Glasshouse, storage, and landscaping 

	Committee response:

Committee were supportive of the planning application and thought it would be a beneficial development for the town.

There were concerns on traffic management and the conflict between vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists. CC Officers confirmed that they are aware of these concerns themselves and are working on a plan to address them



	B
	FUL/2024/0007
	Land On Corner Of Pearson Street, Cumberland Street, Workington, Cumbria, 
	Erection of 2no semi-detached houses

	Committee response:

Committee noted the concerns from the residents logged on the portal and were in agreement. Committee suggested that 1 new house was built rather than two to reduce congestion and further parking issues in this area. 



	C
	FUL/2022/0159
	Proposed Residential Development, Woodville Way, High Harrington, CA14 4LS
	Proposed residential development and associated infrastructure for 79 dwellings 
Information for this application has been updated from a previous planning application, which the Council had objected to.

	Committee response:

Committee discussed the concerns of the residents and noted the 47 pages of objections on the portal. The committee were in agreement and wanted to note the following concerns to Cumberland Council;

Workington Town Council objects to the planning application with the following concerns:

· Lack of infrastructure and burden on existing infrastructure

· Traffic management – this area is already congested
· Drainage / flooding 

· Disturbance of protected wildlife
Cllr Larkin was not permitted a vote or allowed to discuss this item, due to pre-determination of his opinion on the planning application, which was posted on social media. 

Cllr Harrington requested that the following information be sent to her. This information was available from Allerdale when the first planning application was submitted:
· Infrastructure plans 

· Traffic management and control

· Drainage plan

Cllr Harrington also requested that Officers look into S3 of the Allerdale plan as it’s likely that Harrington is at its quota for housing development. 




D.58 
Previous Application Responses
The committee noted the previous planning applications which had either been given approval or refused by Cumberland Council.

D.59 
Workington Community Response Plan

The Chair advised that a meeting has been held between The Chair, Vice Chair, DPO and Tony Wareing and Hughie Stamper from Workington Community Emergency Response Group. The meeting was very informative and the group gave an overview of how they respond to emergencies within the community, which can be anything from flooding to pandemics and gas leaks. The group have a ‘bank’ of around 70 volunteers who they can call upon to help when needed.

The Group would be keen for the Council to take over as the main point of contact for emergencies within the town. It was discussed that this could happen, but would need work to plan and a review of resource. It was not something that the Council would be able to take on in the short term.

The Chair suggested that we work on a 3 year plan working alongside the group to fully establish what the Council would need to put in place for this to work; committee agreed this was a good idea.      

The meeting ended at 8.11pm. 
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