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Workington Town Council
Trustee of the Borough of Workington
Workington Town Council Community Centre, Princess Street, 
Workington, Cumbria, CA14 2QG
Telephone: 01900 702986
Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting of Workington Town Council held on Wednesday 24th January 2024 at 7pm in Workington Town Council Community Centre, Princess Street, Workington.
	Cllr Mary Bainbridge
	Apologies
	Cllr Susan Martin
	Present

	Cllr Barbara Cannon
	Present 
	Cllr Sean Melton
	Apologies

	Cllr Beth Dixon
	Present
	Cllr Patricia Poole
	Present

	Cllr David Farrar
	Present
	Cllr Denise Rollo
	Present

	Cllr Sue Fryer
	Present
	Cllr Mike Rollo
	Present

	Cllr Mark Fryer
	Present
	Cllr Neil Schofield
	Present

	Cllr Hilary Harrington
	Present
	Cllr Kate Schofield
	Apologies

	Cllr Michael Heaslip
	Present
	Cllr Stephen Stoddart
	Present

	Cllr Allan Hodgson
	Present
	Cllr David Tennyson
	Apologies

	Cllr Bernadette Jones
	Present
	Cllr Lynda Williams 
	Present

	Cllr Jackie Kirkbride
	Apologies 
	Cllr Ellie Wood
	Present

	Cllr Paul Larkin
	Present
	Cllr Joan Wright
	Apologies

	Cllr Nath Martin
	Present
	
	


In attendance:  Deputy Proper Officer and 2 members of the public. 
The Mayor’s chaplain, the Very Revd. Dr. Frances Ward said a prayer at the start of the meeting and announced that her and Revd. Peter Powell would be retiring in September.

Revd. Ward would be delighted to have the Council’s input into the recruitment process for the new Revd and welcomed any comments from Councillors on this.

Revd. Ward then left the meeting. 
23.99
 
Apologies
Apologies were noted from Cllr Mary Bainbridge, Cllr Jackie Kirkbride, Cllr Sean Melton, Cllr Kate Schofield, Cllr David Tennyson and Cllr Joan Wright. 
23.100 
Declarations of Interest
Cllr Poole declared an interest in agenda item 12d.  
23.101 
Exclusion of Press and Public
Press and public are excluded from part two of the Finance and General Purposes committee meeting minutes of 16th January 2024.

Council agreed to move part two agenda item 16 into part one of the agenda. 

23.102 
Public Participation: None
23.103 
Minutes of the previous meeting
Council approved the minutes from the meeting on 6th December 2023 and affirmed them as a true record.

Resolved: To approve the minutes of the Full Council meeting on 6th December 2023 and affirm them as a true record. 

23.104

Public Questions: None received. 

23.105

Questions and Statements from Members: None received. 

23.106

Motions on Notice: None received. 
23.107

Reports from Outside Bodies

None received.

Inspector Pete Aiston, Cumbria Police, sent apologies. 

23.108

Mayoral Engagements 

Council noted the report for information. 

23.109 
Town Assembly meeting date
Council approved for Officers to select an appropriate date for the Town Assembly. 

Resolved: Officers to set the date for the Town Assembly and advertise accordingly. 

23.110

Budget 2023-2024
a) Council noted and approved the budget summary, reserves and income reports year to date.

b) The Council approved the virement report and approved for Officers to carry out the required adjustments to the F & GP budget to cover overspends (a copy of this can be found at the bottom of the minutes for clarity).
c) The Council approved the payment of the elections invoice to Cumberland Council for £20,843.95. 

d) The Chair of Culture requested that this item be deferred to the next Culture and Community committee. 

Resolved: Officers to carry out the required budget/virement adjustments as approved in the report. 

Resolved: To pay the elections invoice from Cumberland Council for the May 2023 elections at £20,843.95 from the elections budget line. 

Resolved: To add the funding request for £5,000 from Workington Heritage Group to the agenda for the next Culture and Community meeting. 
23.111 
Committee minutes
a) The Council noted the minutes from the Development committee meeting on 11th December 2023.

b) The Council noted the minutes from the F & GP committee meeting on 16th January 2024.

23.112

Reserves Policy

The Council approved the adoption of the proposed Reserves policy.
Resolved: To adopt the proposed Reserves policy. 

23.113

Budget 2024-2025

The Council approved the budget for financial year 2024-2025.

The Council agreed unanimously to request a precept of £986,709.00 from Cumberland Council.

Cllrs Mark Fryer, Barbara Cannon, Denise Rollo and Stephen Stoddart asked for it to be noted that as Cumberland Councillors they are required to set the council tax base and not the precept request and can therefore agree to WTC requesting their parish precept, as WTC Cllrs, without declaring a pecuniary interest. 
It was requested that the following changes be made to the notes section of the budget:

Environment: 

Remove ‘In Bloom’ from the description of the green grants budget line, the grants can be for anything environmental that committee wishes to approve.
Reword the description for Nature Partnership to read ‘WTC contribution towards costs for Workington Nature Partnership’. 

F & GP:

Mayoral allowance is the annual amount and not the monthly payment.

Change the wording against the Museum Charity budget line to ‘Costs incurred by WTC relating to charity trusteeship’. 

Resolved: To request a precept of £986,709.00 from Cumberland Council for the financial year of 2024-2025.
23.114

Workington Nature Partnership

Cllr Heaslip advised the Council that the contribution towards the Nature Partnership was for salaries and other associated costs.

Council approved the payment of the invoice from Cumberland Council for contributions towards the Workington Nature Partnership of £23,500.
Resolved: To pay Cumberland Council £23,500 for contributions towards the Workington Nature Partnership from the Nature Partnership budget line. 

Meeting ended at 7.21pm. 

See below for copy of virement report approved by Council:
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