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Workington Town Council
Trustee of the Borough of Workington
Workington Town Council Community Centre, Princess Street, 
Workington, Cumbria, CA14 2QG
Telephone: 01900 702986
Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Minutes of the meeting of Workington Town Council’s Development Committee on Monday 9th October 2023 at 7pm at the Workington Town Council Community Centre, Princess Street, Workington.
	Cllr Sean Melton (Chair)
	Present
	Cllr Allan Hodgson (Vice Chair)
	Present

	Cllr Kate Schofield
	Not present
	Cllr David Tennyson
	Not present

	Cllr Nath Martin
	Not present
	Cllr Neil Schofield
	Not present

	Cllr David Farrar
	Present
	Cllr Paul Larkin
	Present

	Cllr Patricia Poole
	Present
	Cllr Hilary Harrington
	Present


In attendance: Deputy Proper Officer and 10 members of the public. 
D.11.
Apologies
None received. 

D.12 
Declarations of Interest
None. 
D. 13 
Exclusion of Press and Public
None.
D.14 
Public Participation
The committee permitted Tony Wareing from Workington Community Emergency Response Group to speak at this point on item 12 of the agenda – Council Community Emergency Response Plan.

Mr Wareing gave a report as follows:

The group started in 2017 after the last big floods in Workington. Volunteers identified a need for people to be out in the community offering advice and assistance to those in need. This including setting up a support centre at the Helena Thompson Museum for people who needed to be evacuated. The work of the group has evolved and now includes any emergency that may arise, such as the COVID pandemic. The group managed 65 volunteers who acted as street wardens, checking in on people, bringing shopping, prescriptions etc.

The group also manage and organise 600 food parcels at Christmas time which are given out to those in need in the town.

They work closely with Cumberland Council, the police and fire services so are a well-recognised and established group.
The group would like to work with the Council to establish their plan and how WTC could tie in with the group and other organisations when help is needed in the community.

The Committee thanked Mr Wareing for his report and would be in contact to arrange a separate meeting to discuss the plans and WTC involvement in more detail and with other members of the WCERG. 

Resolved: To set up a meeting between WTC and WCERG to discuss plans and WTC involvement in more detail. 

D.15
Minutes of the last meeting
Committee approved the minutes from 11th September 2023 and affirmed them a true record.

Resolved: To confirm the minutes from the 11th September 2023 and affirm them a true record. 
D.16
Public Questions

None received. 

D.17
Questions and Statements from Members

None received.

D. 18
Motions on Notice

None received. 

D.19 
Planning Applications
The Committee considered the following planning applications received from Cumberland Council: 
	No. 
	Reference No.
	Address
	Description

	a
	FUL/2023/0122
	Central Car Park, Workington, CA14 3BG
	Proposal of a new Community Diagnostics Hub - updated

	Committee comments on FUL/2023/0122:

Committee has no objections to the revised plans. 



	b
	HOU/2023/0155
	31 St Andrews Road, Stainburn, Workington CA14 1YY 
	Demolition of existing garage and build new two storey side extension

	Committee comments on HOU/2023/0155:

Committee has no objections. 



	c
	VAR/2023/0032
	7 Everest Mount, Workington, CA14 5BY
	Variation of condition 2 on application HOU/2022/0118

	Committee comments on VAR/2023/0032:

Committee has no objections.




Resolved: To log the above feedback for each application on the Cumberland Council planning portal. 

D.20
Previous Application Responses
The committee noted the previous planning applications, which had been given approval by Cumberland Council.

It was noted that the committee were disappointed that HOU/2023/0144 had been approved without any restrictions on replacing like for like and that wooden doors and windows in a conservation area were being replaced with uPVC.
D.21 
Levelling Up Development Report
The committee discussed the report and noted that its purpose was to develop and increase the community involvement in the creation of local plans and to reduce the amount of time taken to put the plans in place.

The committee agreed that this could only have a positive impact for the community and were therefore supportive of it. 

Resolved: To feedback the committees support for the report and its objective. 
D.22
Council Community Emergency Response Plan
See minute D.14 above
D.23
Net Zero Impacts for Cumbria / Cumbria Carbon Strategy
The committee noted a report that had been brought to a previous Full Council meeting by a member of the public.

The committee appreciated the concerns of the public, but as a parish council currently do not have powers that would allow them to act upon the concerns.

The committee agreed that the matter was of national importance and would therefore be dealt with by national government before filtering down to the town and parish councils.

Members of the public were encouraged to send their concerns to the local MP and to Cumberland Council as the unitary authority, which has the powers of a non-metropolitan county and district council combined.
D.24 
Communications Installation – Harrington

The committee noted a letter from Cellnex with regards to replacing an existing 12.5 metre high radio mast with 3 fitted antennas, 1 transmission dish and ancillary radio apparatus with a new 17.5m high 5G mast in Harrington. 
The committee discussed that they had received no comments from residents as yet, but this is probably due to the fact that the planning application has not yet been submitted to Cumberland Council. 
The committee agreed to discuss this further once the application had been received and a consultation had taken place with local residents. 
The meeting ended at 19.32.
EC

1

