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Workington Town Council
Trustee of the Borough of Workington
Workington Town Council Community Centre, Princess Street, 
Workington, Cumbria, CA14 2QG. 
Telephone: 01900 702986
Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
30TH June 2023
To Members of the Environment Committee:
	Cllr Michael Heaslip (Chair)
	Cllr Hilary Harrington

	Cllr Bernadette Jones (Vice Chair)
	Cllr Allan Hodgson

	Cllr Mary Bainbridge
	Cllr Jackie Kirkbride

	Cllr Beth Dixon
	Cllr Susan Martin

	Cllr Sue Fryer
	Cllr Lynda Williams


(Copy for information only to other members of Workington Town Council)
You are summoned to a meeting of Workington Town Council Environment Committee on Thursday 6th July 2023 at 7pm.
The meeting will be held at the Workington Town Council Community Centre, Princess Street, Workington, CA14 2QG.
Yours faithfully
CGourlay
Catherine Gourlay
Town Clerk
AGENDA
1. Apologies
To receive and note any apologies.
2. Declarations of Interest
To receive any declarations of interest relating to matters which appear on this agenda, but which have not been previously declared on members’ declarations of pecuniary interest and other interests.
3. Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
To consider whether there are any agenda items during consideration of which the press and public should be excluded.
4. Minutes of the previous meeting
To note the minutes from the meeting of 25th May 2023 and affirm them a true record.
5. Environment Budget

· Committee to review the Environment budget YTD figures 27th June 2023  
· Committee to review the Allotment budget YTD figures 27th June 2023

6. In Bloom
· Committee to review the notes of the meeting of 7th June 2023.

· Committee to note the ‘In Bloom’ judging will take place on 19th July 2023.

7. In Bloom Development 
· Committee to consider the ‘Hospital Wall’ art project. Cost £1,470 report attached.
· Committee to consider the ‘Container’ art project. Cost £600 report attached.

8. Parks Development
· Committee to consider submitting a EOI to the Community Ownership Fund – reports attached.
· Committee to consider signing a pledge to take action to help Cumbria’s pollinating insects. See Cumbria Plan Bee | Saving our pollinators | Cumbria Wildlife Trust ).    
· Committee to note the BEAR (Building Energy Audit and Recommendations) has been completed for the ‘Old Man’s Shelter’ in VP.

· Committee to consider the next steps to undertaking the works necessary to complete recommended building works for the ‘Old Mans Shelter’. Costs would be in the region of £30,000.00. Ground works have committed £5,000.00 to the project and (due the environmental factors of the project) officers are confident grant funding could be sourced for the remaining funding required. 
9. Parks Maintenance

Committee to note the ‘Ranch’ maintenance report and the site pitch layout. 

10. Workington Nature Partnership update

Committee to note the attached report.

11. Streetscene 

· Committee to note that the new, accessible picnic bench for the VP play area has been ordered.
· Committee to consider the following question raised at the Annual Meeting regarding Back Lanes…

Back Lanes - This is a topic the town council has discussed and dealt with in many cases over the years, but as soon as the word back lane is mentioned, it opens a can of worms, who’s land is it, who is responsible, who will repair it, and probably the most important question is who will maintain it. 

Many back lanes in St John’s ward, like many other wards, are a disgrace, to be honest some of this is down to residents we know that, fly tipping etc but one lane in particular I would like to mention is Grey Street, I have brought it to the Town Council before but unfortunately got no further than that. 

This lane is a mess, but the real issue is the flooding. The drains are always blocked, and in bad weather, residents have to drag their bins through sludgy mucky water to have them emptied and then of course drag them back again, this lane is very uneven and the elderly on the street are really struggling, this is unacceptable, and I have told residents I will again bring this issue to the council on their behalf.

12. Projects & Resolutions

· Committee to consider offering Ashfield Rd School a grant of £500 to update their forest paths…
Ashfield Infants Forest School Paths – officers reviewed the site after committee agreed to support the school further with their forest area and they need new paths created within the area and resurfaced. 
£500 is required for materials, Tivoli have pledged to provide free wood chip for this project and will work with the estates team to complete works.  If committee agree the work will be carried out at the school during the summer holidays. 
· Committee to consider taking over the maintenance of Northside Play area - Report has been completed and sent to Castles and Coasts to request they bring the play area up to standard prior to WTC involvement. 
· Committee to note that there will be a new Inner Wheel Flower bed created in Vulcan Park, to mark their 100th anniversary. Est. May 2024.
· Committee to consider taking over the maintenance of St John’s Church yard - Possibility of Town Council assuming its responsibilities under section 215 of the Local Government Act 1972 for maintenance (which does not mean ownership or exclude parishioners from being involved in general maintenance).
· Committee to consider asking for the transfer of land (from Cumberland Council) of Moor Close Park - the large expanse of green desert between the Moorclose Courts, the Coniston Estate and St Gregory’s School (currently including play area site) and developing into a proper municipal park.
