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Workington Town Council
Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, CA14 2RS
Telephone: 01900 702986
Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Minutes of the Full Council meeting of Workington Town Council held on Wednesday 29th January 2025 at 7pm in Allerdale House, Griffin Street, Workington, CA14 3YJ.
	Cllr Mary Bainbridge
	Present
	Cllr Sean Melton
	Absent*

	Cllr Barbara Cannon
	Present
	Cllr John Mills 
	Present 

	Cllr Beth Dixon
	Present
	Cllr Patricia Poole
	Present

	Cllr David Farrar
	Present
	Cllr Denise Rollo
	Present 

	Cllr Sue Fryer
	Absent*
	Cllr Mike Rollo
	Present

	Cllr Mark Fryer
	Absent* 
	Cllr Neil Schofield
	Present 

	Cllr Hilary Harrington
	Absent 
	Cllr Kate Schofield
	Present

	Cllr Michael Heaslip
	Present
	Cllr Stephen Stoddart
	Absent*

	Cllr Allan Hodgson
	Present
	Cllr David Tennyson
	Absent

	Cllr Bernadette Jones
	Present
	Cllr Lynda Williams 
	Absent* 

	Cllr Paul Larkin
	Absent*
	Cllr Ellie Wood
	Present 

	Cllr Susan Martin
	Present
	Cllr Joan Wright
	Present 


In attendance: Chief Officer/RFO and 4 members of the public.
At the start of the meeting the Council observed one minutes silence in memory of Peter Hayes, Town Clerk for the Council from 2001 – 2012 who sadly passed away recently. 
24.109

 Absences: Absences notified prior to the meeting were noted from Cllrs Sue Fryer, Mark Fryer, Paul Larkin, Sean Melton, Stephen Stoddart and Lynda Williams.    
24.110

Declarations of Interest: None  
24.111 
Exclusion of Press and Public: None.
24.112

Public Participation: 
The Mayor had been notified prior to the meeting that a member of the public wished to make a statement with regards to agenda item 15. Specifically minute number FG24.82 from the Finance and General Purposes committee meeting which took place on 20th January 2025. The member of public was invited to speak and made the following statement, 

‘The proposal for an unreasonable customer behaviour policy and procedure is not required, as a policy of this nature has been in place for many years which states The Mayor deems what is suitable behaviour at meetings by members of the public, adopting a separate policy is not required and undermines The Mayor’s authority at meetings’ 

The Council noted the statement.    
Council permitted Inspector Aiston to give the Council an update and answer any questions.

The Inspector advised that ASB figures are down for Workington and continue to drop. Additional Officers patrol hot spot areas identified within the town and additional funding has been secured for the pub watch scheme and to hire SIAs to help work weekends and large events to ensure everyone’s safety. 

The Inspector was aware of the issues concerning parking around schools and these are being addressed by police patrols and working with Cumberland Council.

Offroad bikes have been seen using The Line as a racetrack. The police are monitoring this and using new drones to pinpoint those responsible. It was also noted that a racetrack was being built by the railway line near Siddick; many residents had reported it to the police, and it looks as though no action has been taken. The Inspector said he would investigate this but encouraged the reporting to continue and suggested using what 3 words to pinpoint locations. 

It was discussed that fly tipping can’t be enforced by the Police and is a matter for the principal authority. It was noted that WTC have reported fly-tipping to Cumberland Council previously but as it has occurred on WTC land it is pushed back to WTC to sort. Inspector suggested looking at the areas where the fly-tipping is happening and try and make the area more secure with fencing/cameras.

The Inspector has investigated reports of allotment break-ins and there have been none, other than the Park Lane allotment where equipment was stolen. The Inspector encouraged all break-ins to be reported, however small they may seem. 
Councillors then asked the following questions:

· Moorclose Park swing chains being cut – the Inspector advised that there was little that could be done as there was no evidence as to who had carried out this vandalism. He would be happy to work with the Council to look at how the play areas could be made safer with lighting and CCTV possibly being installed. 

· A report of the attempted theft of a charity box from a pub was reported to the Police towards the end of 2024, with staff from the pub tackling the thief. The Police did not attend the scene. The Inspector advised he would investigate this as this was not acceptable. 

· The level of violence in town is said to be decreasing, but there were reports of young adults running after younger children in town with machetes. This is obviously very concerning and makes residents feel unsafe. The Inspector advised that the young adults in question were searched and no weapons were found. 

· It was asked what the criteria is when a dispersal order is put in place and does this mean people who aren’t causing issues are moved on without need.

The Inspector advised that dispersal orders are only for people who have been causing ASB and can then be asked to leave an area. It does not mean all young people/children are asked to leave, only those who are creating problems. 

24.113

Minutes from previous meeting

Resolved: Council approved the minutes from the 28th November 2024 meeting and affirmed them a true record. 

24.114

Public Questions: None 
24.115

Questions and Statements from members: None
24.116

Motions on Notice: 
The Council considered a motion from Cllr David Farrar to move the start time of Full Council meetings to 6pm.
Council voted: FOR 15, against 0, abstain 1.

Therefore, the motion was passed.

Resolved:  Future Full Council meetings are to start at 6pm. 

24.117

Reports from Outside Bodies

a) Inspector Aiston participated in the public participation agenda item noted in minute 24.112.   

24.118

 Outside Bodies

a) Resolved: Council nominated Cllr Michael Heaslip to the Workington Town Deal Board.

b) Resolved: Council nominated the following Councillors to the Workington & District Twinning Association – Cllr Denise Rollo, Cllr John Mills, Cllr Bernadette Jones and Cllr Susan Martin.
24.119 
Mayoral Engagements
Council noted the report for information. 

The Mayor informed the Council of the details of the funeral of Peter Hayes and reminded Cllrs that The Mayor’s civic dinner was planned for Sat 15th Feb at Washington Central Hotel. 

Cllr Beth Dixon asked for the staff and all involved with the Christmas Festival and Light Switch On to be thanked for all their hard work in making the event such a success.

24.120

Terms of reference and delegations of council committees

Resolved: Council approved to adopt the revised document.  
24.121

Committee vacancies
a) Cllr Tricia Poole nominated herself to be a member of the Environment committee. No other nominations were received. 

Resolved: Cllr Poole is a member of the Environment committee. 

b) Cllr David Farrar nominated himself to be a member of the Sustainable Development
committee. No other nominations were received.

Resolved: Cllr Farrar is a member of the Sustainable Development Committee. 

24.122

Budget 2024 – 2025

a) Council noted the budget summary, reserves and income reports YTD.
b) Resolved: Council approved a virement of £3,051 from the salaries budget line to the telecoms and IT budget line.

c) Resolved: Council approved for the Twinning budget line to be moved from Culture to F & GP.

24.123

Committee Minutes

Resolved: Council noted the minutes from the F & GP meeting which was held on 20th January 2025.

24.124

Internal Auditor

Resolved: Council appointed Jean Airey as their internal auditor for 2025-2026. 

24.125

Asset Register

Resolved: Council approved the asset register as a working document. 

24.126

Policies

a) Resolved: Council approved and adopted the Investment Policy.
b) Resolved: Council approved and adopted the Unreasonable Customer Behaviour Policy and Procedure. 

24.127

Budget 2025-2026

Council considered the draft budget as recommended by F & GP.

It was requested that the word ‘requests’ was removed from the description for the Funding budget line under Culture.

It was noted that Council would be using general reserves to cover costs for one off projects. Projected expenditure noted by Council in minute 24.122a to the end of March estimates the Council will have more than sufficient reserves to allow for this use. 

Council took a vote:

FOR 16, against 0, abstain 0.

Therefore, the budget and precept request for 2025-2026 was approved.
Resolved: Council approved the budget for 2025-2026 and are to submit a precept request of £1,070,744 to Cumberland Council.

Meeting ended at 7.40pm. 
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