[image: image1.png]


Workington Town Council
Workington Town Council Community Centre, Princess Street,

Workington, Cumbria, CA14 2QG

Telephone: 01900 702986

Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk

Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 3rd June 2024 at 6pm at the Workington Town Council Community Centre, Princess Street, Workington.

	Cllr Mike Rollo (Chair)
	Present
	Cllr David Farrar (Vice Chair) 
	Present

	Cllr Beth Dixon
	Present
	Cllr Tricia Poole
	Present

	Cllr Michael Heaslip
	Present
	Cllr Stephen Stoddart
	Present

	Cllr Allan Hodgson
	Present
	Cllr Ellie Wood
	Present

	Cllr Bernadette Jones
	Present
	
	


In attendance: Interim Proper Officer and 1 member of the public.  

FG24.1

Absences: None    
FG24.2

Declarations of Interest: None   
FG24.3

Exclusion of Press and Public:  

Resolved: To exclude the press and public from part two of the agenda for today’s meeting (3rd June 2024). 

FG24.4
Public Participation: None.

FG24.5

Minutes of the Previous Meeting
Resolved: To approve the minutes of the 16th January 2024 and affirm them a true record.  

FG24.6
Public Questions: None

FG24.7
Questions and Statements from Members:  None

FG24.8
Motions on Notice: None 

FG24.9
Budget 2024-2025
a) Committee noted the budgeting monitoring reports YTD.  

b) Committee approved the statement of accounts and bank reconciliation for April 2024. 

c) Committee noted the following payments had been approved as emergency payments under SO26: 
· Rialtas at £1,221 from the IT budget line.

· Town Hall 12-month lease at £9,650 from the contingency budget line.  

· Spend approval of up to £1,500 for costs associated with the move. 

FG24.10
AGAR

a) Resolved: 2022-2023: committee noted the conclusion of report from the external auditor. 
Committee noted that the internal measures put in place by Officers were sufficient and see the F & GP committee as the audit committee for the Council, ensuring that internal measures are in place to prevent fraud and corruption. 

b) Resolved: 2023-2024: committee noted the year-end report from the internal auditor.

c) Resolved: AGAR 2023-2024, committee agreed to propose to Full Council that boxes in section one should all be ticked yes, except box 9, which is not applicable. 
FG24.11 
F & GP Sub-committee Report
The subcommittee were tasked with investigating the report from the external auditor, currently the report from the sub-committee is too brief to determine exactly what they are proposing. 
It was noted that the complaint made against Cllr Heaslip was fully investigated by a lawyer (not associated with WTC) and was thrown out with no substantive evidence to any of the claims made.

Resolved: Chair of F & GP to meet with subcommittee Chair and report back to the next committee meeting. 

FG24.12
Standing Orders

Committee requested the following changes: 

Page 6, section Q ii wording to be changed from question to statement. 

Confirm arrangements for Town Assembly; members of the public can speak for three minutes, but the Chair may interject if the topic in question does not relate to a power or is within the controls of Workington Town Council. 
Page 6 vi to ix should be indented, re-formatting required. 

Page 10, item 4 a and b relate to Full Council and c and d relate to committees. Missing wording needs to be added to point d. 

Committee discussed that some Cllrs had not had time to review the information in the document and should they wish to make any changes or have any questions, these can be addressed at Full Council on 12th June 2024. 

Resolved: Following the above changes committee were happy to propose the new standing orders to Full Council on 12th June 2024.  

FG24.13
Financial Regulations

Committee discussed that some Cllrs had not had time to review the information in the document and should they wish to make any changes or have any questions, these can be addressed at Full Council on 12th June 2024. 

Resolved: Propose the new financial regulations to Full Council on 12th June 2024.  

FG24.14 
Armed Forces Employment Policy
Committee approved the policy and Officer recommendation.

Resolved: To propose the Armed Forces Employment policy at Full Council on 12th June 2024.  

FG24.15 Asset Repairs
Cllr Heaslip advised that the Mace, Mayor’s Chairs, oil paintings and other assets are the property of the people of Workington and WTC act as trustees of these items. 
It is therefore proposed that budget line 4450 is changed from Museum Charity to Trusteeship, with the definition for this line changed to ‘costs incurred by WTC relating to trusteeship’.

This budget line can then be used for maintenance and repairs for items the Council holds in trust. 

Committee noted the report from Officers with regards to the Deputy Mayor’s chain valuation.

Committee noted the report from Officers with regards to the damaged oil painting.
See part two for further confidential minutes… 

Resolved: To request to Full Council to change the budget line 4450 from Museum Charity to Trusteeship. 

Resolved: To pay up to £2,500 for repairs of the Mace.

FG24.16 CCLA signatories

Resolved: The following Cllrs were confirmed as signatories: Cllr David Farrar, Cllr Beth Dixon, Cllr Ellie Wood, and Cllr Michael Heaslip, along with the Interim Proper Officer. 
The member of the public left the meeting. 
PART TWO – CONFIDENTIAL

The meeting ended at 19.10pm. 
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